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THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN 
REGIMENT FOUNDATION –  
‘A NEW DIRECTION’

For over 25 years, the Royal Australian 
Regiment Foundation (the Foundation) 
has provided direct welfare support and 
financial grants to units and members 
of the Royal Australian Regiment. The 
Foundation is an income tax exempt charity 
that has traditionally raised funds through 
direct donations from soldiers and their 
families, ex-servicemen and corporate 
sponsors. The Foundation was formed at 
a time when units were unable to procure 
non-essential items such as trophies and 
Regimental memorabilia and there was 
little if any support for serving members of 
the Regiment and their families when they 
found themselves in times of hardship due 
to exigencies of service. 

Over its life the Foundation has built up 
a healthy financial position supported 
by an investment strategy which aims 
to grow funds through recruiting new 
supporters, sponsors and benefactors, and 
managing accumulated funds to ensure 
on-going growth.

Since 2014, the Foundation has more actively 
committed funds to directly support units 
of the Regiment and produced a more 
contemporary Constitution to reflect this 
focus. The Foundation took these steps to 
address perceptions of relevance as there 
was less call for it to provide financial 
support to individuals and units, as many 
other sources of support now exist to meet 
individual and collective needs. 

In 2017 the Foundation determined that 
perceptions of relevance remain an issue 
and the numbers of actual supporters of the 
Foundation has steadily declined despite 
several initiatives. As a result the Board 
decided to review the Foundation’s purpose 
with a focus on where it can most add value 
to the Regiment and its serving members 

whilst maintaining the basic tenets of its 
original objectives. In reviewing its purpose, 
the Foundation determined that its principal 
differentiator from other organisations 
was its ability to provide direct financial 
support to units and individuals of the 
Regiment. The Foundation resolved that it 
must provide tangible value to the Regiment 
and its serving members if it is to remain 
relevant and useful. 

Accordingly the Board of the Foundation 
has decided that it must move in a new 
direction with an emphasis on supporting 
the development of the Regiment and its 
serving members. We are of the view that 
we can strengthen the Royal Australian 
Regiment through support to the 
professional development and welfare of the 
Regiment and its serving members. 

Based on feedback from those currently 
serving in the Regiment, we will in the 
future support units of the Regiment for 
activities that are related to the history of the 
Regiment, provide leadership development 
and resilience opportunities that are 
not readily available in Army, facilitate 
professional development and coaching and 
mentoring, facilitate activities that allow 
for ‘cross-pollination’ between units of the 
Regiment and continue to provide financial 
support to serving members of the Regiment 
and their immediate families to alleviate 
hardship when they cannot obtain support 
from other sources. 

The Foundation will cease the tertiary 
scholarship scheme in 2018 and also 
remove the enrolled supporter membership 
category. We will focus our activities on 
demonstrating the value of the Foundation 
to our stakeholders, building long-term 
financial sustainability and implementing a 
new operating model that best supports the 
Foundation and its activities. 

We will focus our ‘brand’ and marketing 
on life governors, benefactors and corporate 
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supporters. We will communicate with the 
Regiment using social media platforms and 
we will move from a volunteer body to a 
professionally managed organisation. 

By June 2021 the Foundation aims to have 
demonstrated its relevance by supporting 
the development of the Regiment, its units 
and serving members and will have secured 
sustainable funding sources to enable its 
financial base to grow.

To do this we need the assistance of the 
Battalions and the School to organise, host 
and support professional development 
events and activities and to start soldiers 
on the path to becoming Life Governors. 
We in turn will commit to providing each 
unit with at least $10,000 per annum for 
use in accordance with the tenets of the 
Foundation’s constitution and we will 
fund an annual activity to provide cross 
pollination of ideas between units.

We will launch our new direction at an event 
hosted by the Governor of New South Wales 
on 21 March 2018 where we will actively 
target philanthropists and corporate entities 
to become supporters. The Foundation’s 
brand, logo and title will be developed later 
this year ready for the 2018 launch.

The Foundation’s ‘new direction’ strategy, 
implementation plan and communication 
plan are now available on the website. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2017

2017 has been a good year for consolidation 
for the Foundation. It also been a year 
where we remember and celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the raising of the 9th 
Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment 
(9 RAR). The Foundation continues to grow 
and we are in a strong financial position 
with a sound investment strategy which 
enables the Foundation to continue its great 

work to support the soldiers of the Regiment 
and their families. 

Changes to our Board this year has seen 
the departure of Brigadier Mick Moon who 
has been replaced by Mr Andrew (Ziggy) 
Balmaks. I would like to thank Mick Moon 
for his service to the Board initially during 
his tenure as Head of Corps and subsequently 
as a Director of the Foundation. I would also 
like to welcome Ziggy Balmaks a former 
officer of the Regiment to the Board and 
look forward to his contribution.

As result of strategic planning conducted 
by the Board earlier this year, the Board 
has determined that the Foundation must 
move in a new direction to maintain its 
relevance with an emphasis on supporting 
the development of the Regiment and 
its serving members. This new direction 
will include the Foundation providing 
each Battalion of the Regiment and the 
School of Infantry $10,000 each year for 
their use in accordance with the tenets of 
the Foundation’s constitution and we will 
fund an annual activity to provide cross 
pollination of ideas between units.  

2018 will mark another significant year 
for our Regiment. It will include the 50th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Fire Support 
Base Coral and Balmoral from the Vietnam 
War in May, followed by the 65th Anniversary 
of the Battle of the Samichon (Fourth Battle 
of The Hook) from the Korean War in July, 
and culminate with the 70th Anniversary 
of the formation of the Royal Australian 
Regiment on 23 November. This is a 
significant milestone in the history of our 
Regiment and it is intended to mark this 
70th Birthday with a ceremonial parade at 
the Australian War Memorial on Friday 23 
November 2018. 

I would like to thank Karen Bornholt for 
her work for the Foundation as our Office 
Manager over the past year and welcome 
Mr Greg Heywood as our new General 
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Manager. I would also like to thank our 
Secretary, Brigadier Mark Bornholt for his 
efforts and thank my fellow Directors for 
their efforts and support throughout the 
year as we continue the great work of the 
Foundation supporting the soldiers of our 
Regiment.

Mark Kelly AO DSC
Major General 
Chairman

FINANCIAL REPORT

The financial position of the Foundation at 
the end of Financial Year 2017 was:

• Net assets at 1 July 2017 were $1,731,975 
(2016 $1,633,175)

• Income $233,490 (2016 $114,615)

• Expenses $134,690 (2016 $114,615)

• Profit before income tax $98,800  
(2016 $41,293)

The 2017 result reflects a very sound 
investment result wherein $189,248 was 
disbursed representing a 11.5% return 
which was above Board expectations and 
well above the investment strategy target. 

The Foundation made grants of $40,000 to 
the Battalions and the School of Infantry and 
disbursed $46,481 to scholarship recipients 
inclusive of administrative fees. 

Details of our financial position can be seen 
on the ACNC website at www.acnc.gov.au

http://www.acnc.gov.au
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 2017

2017 has been a busy year, presaging 
significant change as we move in a ‘new 
direction’. The article on the ‘new direction’ 
is at the front of the Bulletin and summarises 
the changes we are making. I commend it 
to you.

We have commenced implementing the 
strategy for the new direction and our first 
step was to recruit a General Manager on 
a permanent part time basis. I welcome 
Mr Greg Heywood to the role and look 
forward to seeing him implement the new 
direction and take over the running of the 
Foundation. Greg is Canberra based and 
has previously managed large and small 
businesses. His advanced information 
technology skills will set the Foundation up 
to better communicate using contemporary 
platforms and social media. He has already 
visited two of the battalions and whilst he 
has no military experience he is active in 
Legacy and an avid student of military 
history. His business experience will move 
the Foundation into a more professionally 
run organisation and help us to achieve our 
long term goals.

The net result of operations in 2017 was 
a profit of $98,800. Total Assets were 
$1,731,975. These assets are held in cash 
and managed funds in accordance with 
the Investment Strategy. The 2017 result 
reflects a very sound investment return 
of 11.5% return which was above Board 
expectations and well above the investment 
strategy target. 

We currently have 585 Life Governors (2016: 
575) of whom 154 are Benefactors (2016: 
139) and we have 58 regular allotters of 
funds (2016: 66). 

As discussed in the article regarding the ‘new 
direction’, the Board has decided to cease the 
tertiary scholarship scheme and it will phase 
out over the next two years with no new 
starters. In 2017 we provided a total of $46,481 
(2016 $33,254) in scholarship funds inclusive 
of administrative charges. This was in line 
with budget estimates of the cost at maturity. 
We will continue to fund six recipients in 
2018 and two will remain in 2019.

In 2017 we provided $40,000 in grants to the 
units of the Regiment. 

The Hassett trophy again resulted in some 
outstanding junior leaders being nominated 
by their respective Battalions. The Army Shop 
continued to sponsor the trophy through the 
provision of the perpetual figurine. 

The 2016 dinner, combined with the ACT 
Branch of the RAR Association was strongly 
supported. With the launch of the ‘new 
direction’ in March 2018 at Government 
House we will ask the Governor to present 
the 2017 Hassett Trophy at that time and 
we intend to have all of the nominees at the 
launch. They will then proceed on a tour of 
Vietnam as a group to share their experiences 
and help to strengthen the Regiment. 

Once again we have had a successful year 
and I thank Karen for her work as the 
stand-in Office Manager for the year whilst 
we formulated our new strategy and looked 
for a permanent replacement. I also offer 
my thanks to my fellow Board members 
for their dedication and work, we are well 
placed to implement the new strategy and 
strengthen the Regiment. 

Mark Bornholt
Secretary
The Royal Australian Regiment Foundation
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HASSETT AWARD FOR 
LEADERSHIP 2017

The nominees for the Hassett Award for 
the  best junior leader in the Regiment for 
2017 were:

• 1 RAR Corporal JA Ta’ufo’ou

• 2 RAR Corporal LG Kiernan

• 3 RAR Corporal PGJ Byrnes

• 5 RAR Lieutenant MRD Lindsay 

• 6 RAR Corporal CP Wiencke

• 7 RAR Corporal JR Evans 

• 8/9 RAR Lieutenant P Box 

• SoI Corporal MJ Oram

The winner of the Hassett Award for 2017 
is Corporal Christopher Wiencke from the 
6nd Battalion who will be presented with 
the trophy by the Governor of New South 
Wales at the launch of the Foundation’s new 
direction in March 2018.

All eight nominees will proceed on a tour 
of Vietnam in March 2018 to share their 
leadership experiences with each other 
whilst examining a significant part of the 
Regiment’s history first hand. This cross 
pollination of ideas will help to strengthen 
the current Regiment and provide an 
opportunity for sponsors to also join this 
elite group of junior leaders.

Extracts from the Commanding Officer’s 
citation for Corporal Wiencke include the 
following:

Corporal Wiencke joined the Army in 2009, 
serving within 6 RAR and NORFORCE. He 
deployed with the Battalion on operations in 
Afghanistan, and was promoted to Corporal 
in 2013. Corporal Wiencke returned to the 
Battalion in January 2017 and was appointed 
the Unit Sniper Supervisor in the absence of a 
qualified Sergeant. 

In this role Corporal Wiencke has performed 
to a consistently superior standard. He has 
provided impeccable subject matter expertise 
and vision in the development of a capability 
growth plan to build a sustainable sniper 
capability within the Battalion. While 
concurrently training and managing the 
Battalion Sniper Cell personnel; he planned, 
managed and acted as the primary instructor 
for two Battalion-run Basic Sniper courses. 
Operating with significant autonomy 
away from the unit, he led a team of peer 
instructors, and through personal example, 
delivered an outstanding model of teaching, 
coaching and mentoring. 

Corporal Wiencke’s foresight and initiative in 
the development of training and equipment 
capabilities was exceptional. He consistently 
offered equipment trial and reporting 
opportunities to Army Headquarters, and 
supported the Battalion’s implementation of 
GPS tracker systems to enhance navigation 
training outputs. Having identified the need 
for variance in and enhanced outcomes from 
training areas for basic courses, he worked to 
secure access to private property for use as 
a Non-Defence Training Area. In doing so, 
Corporal Wiencke demonstrated superior 
versatility and communication skills while 
conducting significant stakeholder liaison 
with landholders, council members, and the 
local community. 

Corporal Wiencke has consistently led his 
soldiers in demanding field conditions with an 
unwavering commitment to the mission and 
the Battalion team, and with a strength evoking 
subordinate and commander confidence, team 
morale, and superior results. This natural 
ability was ever-present in his compassionate 
dealings with sensitive personnel matters of his 
subordinates, or in situations of risk requiring 
immediate decisive action. 

Corporal Wiencke has set and maintained 
an exceptional example for peers and 
subordinates to emulate, building a deserving 
reputation for professional excellence. 
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LIFE GOVERNOR LAPEL PINS

Lapel pins are available for Life Governors. 
Below is an example of what the pin 
looks like. 

If you are a Life Governor and would like a 
pin, please contact the RAR Foundation office 
via email hq@rarfoundation.org.au If you 
would like to become a Life Governor there 
are a few ways this is possible. You can send 
a cheque for $500 to the RAR Foundation 
or you can Direct Deposit this amount into 
our bank account (details below). You can 
also set up a Direct Deposit into the RAR 
Foundation account on a fortnightly basis. 
Once you reach the amount of $500 you will 
become a Life Governor of the Foundation. 
On reaching $1000 you will be recognised 
as a Benefactor. All the information and the 
Enrolment form is available on our website –  
www.rarfoundation.org.au
Click on SUPPORT US NOW.
RAR FOUNDATION BANK DETAILS
BSB: 112 908
ACCT: 043 368 817
REF: Surname/LG or Allotment

RAR FOUNDATION 
CHRISTMAS CARDS AND CD

The Foundation Christmas Cards are 
available to be purchased from the office. 
They are $22.00 for a bundle of 10 including 
postage and handling or they can be 
collected directly from the office.

The CD of regimental tunes and other 
popular band music is also available from 
the office for $18.00 including postage and 
handling. Payment can be made either 
by cheque to the Foundation or by direct 
deposit to the Foundation bank account 
(details on page 2).

Call the Foundation office for more 
information or visit the website –  
www.rarfoundation.org.au

mailto:hq@rarfoundation.org.au
http://www.rarfoundation.org.au
http://www.rarfoundation.org.au
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RAR FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
AND UP-DATES

The Royal Australian Regiment provides 
tertiary scholarships of $3000 each year 
to  eligible children of soldiers who are 
currently serving or have served in the 
Regiment. Our new recipients for 2017 are 
detailed below together with an update on 
our ongoing recipeints: 

Holly Carroll

During 2016, I decided 
to pursue postgraduate 
study after finishing a 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration at the 
University of Canberra. 
I decided to further my 

vegan interest from a business, economics 
and government policy perspective. My goal 
is to educate others about the animal 
agriculture industry, further my research 
skills, broaden my employment 
opportunities as well as increase my 
competitiveness in the labour market. I also 
hope to undertake a PhD in the future and 
intend to use my honours thesis as a 
foundation towards this bigger goal. The 
Royal Australian Regiment Foundation 
Scholarship is of great assistance. I would 
like to express my thanks and appreciation.

Bryn McAlister

My name is Bryn 
McAlister, and I am an 
appreciative and 
thankful Royal 
Australia Regiment 
Foundation scholarship 
recipient. I’ve just 

finished my first semester at the University 
of Queensland, studying a dual degree in 
business management and arts (majoring in 

Japanese and International Relations). The 
first semester was challenging, however 
with discipline and goal insight, I was able 
to obtain a GPA of 6 (distinction). I went 
into my first year with an open mind, and 
an eager attitude, ready to take on any 
opportunities that arose. I couldn’t have 
done this without your help, hence I would 
like to say a massive thank you for your 
support of the past 6 months. I have been 
able to afford text books, and many other 
career and academic opportunities, like 
affording to travel to Melbourne for a job 
interview. These are opportunities that 
would have otherwise been over looked 
without such generous financial support. 
Thank you for your continued support.

Sebastian Moore

I would like to thank 
the Royal Australian 
Regiment Foundation 
and all of its affiliates 
for awarding me the 
2017 RARF scholarship. 
With your help, I 

am currently studying a double degree of 
Bachelor of Science & Bachelor of Arts at the 
Australian National University in Canberra.

This scholarship has helped me immensely 
in my first year of study, I have used it to 
purchase required books for my subjects 
and paid a little of my tuition fees to help 
myself when my degree is finished. I am 
disappointed that I was unable to attend the 
Presentation Ceremony due to university 
work, however I hope that I will be able 
to attend future RARF events. Similarly, I 
would like you to know that for any of the 
RARF interests in the ACT, I am at their 
disposal. Thank you again for all the help 
you have given me. 



9Royal Australian Regiment Foundations 2017

EXISTING SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS 

Jonathon Cooper wrote in August that 
he was into into his final semester of his 
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery 
and expected to graduate in December 2017. 
He said that had undertaken his final two 
year placement at the Toowoomba Rural 
Clinical School, which is attached to the 
Toowoomba hospital. ‘Being in a smaller 
hospital in my hometown has been a fantastic 
experience, but the hospital is still big 
enough to see a wide variety of healthcare’. 
Jonathon said that he had completed his 
medical specialties, critical care and surgical 
specialties rotations and was currently on 
his obstetrics and gynaecology rotation. He 
said that his final rotation for the year will 
be paediatrics and that he has been allocated 
an internship for 2018 at the Royal Brisbane 
and Women’s’ Hospital. 

‘I’d like to take this opportunity to thank 
you all for your ongoing support, as I 
wouldn’t have been able to achieve all of this 
without your assistance. It has been such a 
fantastic opportunity and has allowed me 
to undertake a number of extracurricular 
activities, such as getting involved in 
research projects and experiencing medicine 
in a developing country. Thank you so much 
for everything’.

Madeleine Croton wrote that she had 
graduated with a Bachelor in Health and 
Rehabilitation Science through Charles 
Sturt University in Albury. She said that the 
monthly payments from the Foundation 
meant that she was able to finish her degree 
without financial stress and allowed her 
to focus more on her studies. She said she 
used some of the money to fly to the NT to 
work in remote Aboriginal communities 
with a physiotherapist which was one of the 
best experiences she had had. She said that 
she had now secured casual employment 
at the Murray Valley Private Hospital in 
Wodonga where she would be working as 

an allied heath assistant. She said she was 
very grateful that she was lucky enough to 
receive the Foundation’s help as she knew 
only limited people could receive the grant.

Stephanie Bragg who is in her 3rd year of 
studying Bachelor of Business Management, 
International Hotel and Tourism at 
University of Queensland, said that the 
support we have given her since 2015 has 
enabled her to purchase text books and has 
meant that unlike many of her peers, she 
has not needed to balance fulltime work 
with her studies.

Gail Madden who is in her 3rd year of 
studying Bachelor of Fine Arts at Queensland 
University of Technology has struggled this 
year but has told the Foundation that she 
appreciates what has been provided to her 
and she is hoping to do better in the next 
twelve months.

Felicity Ward who is in her 3rd year 
of studying Bachelor of Writing at the 
University of Canberra said that she has had 
a good year and is on track to complete her 
honours degree next year. She said that the 
support we have provided has meant a lot 
to her and as a result she has less to worry 
about financially.

Mitcheal Allan is in his 2nd year of a 
Bachelor of Medicine (Laboratory Science) 
at James Cook University. His 2017 results 
have been fair.

Jake Melville is in his 1st year of a 
Bachelor of Physiotherapy at James Cook 
University.  He transferred from a Bachelor 
of Biomedical Sciences at the start of 2017 
and his first semester results were good with 
a distinction, a credit and two passes. 

Courtney Dole is in her 2nd year of a 
Bachelor of Arts at Deakin University. She 
said that her second year of university has 
been going very well, and she was learning 
so much more about the Visual arts field 
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than she even knew existed. She said that 
she was very excited to continue her studies 
and enter the contemporary art world. She 
said that what she is doing would not be 
possible without the scholarship and that 
she was incredibly grateful for it. 

Jake Crimston-Smith was reinstated to the 
scholarship program in 2017. He is currently 
in his second year of a Bachelor of Pharmacy 
at James Cook University. His results in 2017 
are reasonable.

1 RAR 2017 

CO: LTCOL BG McLennan 
RSM: WO1 M Reyne

Throughout 2017, the 1st Battalion (1 RAR) 
has sought to be ‘better led, better disciplined, 
better trained and better equipped’ than 
any potential adversary. 1 RAR achieved the 
following throughout 2017:

• A focus on being ‘better’ at the unique 
contribution Infantry makes to the 
combined arms fight. We defined 
this unique contribution as: expert 
battlefield shooting, fitness, small team 
field/battlecraft and Tactics Techniques 
and Procedures – by day and by night.

• Via the Joint Land Series, 1 RAR yielded 
Army’s/Defence’s highest readiness 
conventional contingency element, the 
Ready Battlegroup, for 2017/18.

• As a consequence of the Joint Land Series, 
1 RAR produced Army’s inaugural 
non-2 RAR Ground Combat Element 
(GCE) of the Australian Defence Force’s 
Amphibious contingency element. The 
1 RAR GCE was certified ‘amphibious 
competent’ during EXERCISE 
TALISMAN SABRE 2017.

• Modernisation. On behalf of the Army, 
and broader Australian Defence Force, 1 
RAR led the Introduction Into Service, 
and enduring spiral development, of state-
of-the-art equipment. This world-leading 
equipment has fundamentally enhanced 
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the Lethality, Survivability, Mobility, 
Situational Awareness and Sustainability 
of our Infantry. Indeed, it has the potential 
to ‘change the way we train, operate and 
fight’ – enabling a competitive edge over 
any adversary. This equipment includes, 
but is not limited to: the Enhanced 
F88 weapon system, Soldier Combat 
Ensemble version 2016, enhanced Night 
Fighting Equipment, surveillance robots, 
improvised Battlespace Management 
System -Dismounted and the Light 
Weight Automatic Grenade Launcher.

• Innovation. This has manifested as 
follows:

(1) Studying the science underpinning 
our profession. Carl Sagan once remarked 
‘we live in a society so exquisitely 
dependent on science and technology, 
in which hardly anyone knows anything 
about science and technology’. 1 RAR 
has heeded Sagan’s observation, adopting 
the mantra ‘we ignore the science 
underpinning our profession at our 
peril’. In the same way that professional 
athletes comprehensively understand the 
science of their training regimes, bodies 
and equipment, professional Infantry 
must do the same.

(2) The focus on the science underpinning 
Infantry tactics, techniques and procedures 
has inspired Battalion initiatives focusing 
on the science of load carriage, ballistics 
and terminal effects, how the human 
brain best learns, signature management 
and creating tactical athletes.

(3) Encouraging a willingness to 
question how and why we do what we 
do. A unit culture that truly ‘thinks’ 
about how and why it prepares Infantry 
soldiers and teams for War is more likely 
to be agile, flexible, adaptive and robust 
than those who unquestioningly pursue 
the ‘way we have always done things’. 
An innovative culture enables a unit to 
‘change the way it trains, operates and 
fights’ following the introduction of 
evolutionary equipment and in response 
to emerging/forecast threats. It enables 
them to achieve a true competitive edge 
over potential adversaries. Perhaps 
the most tangible evidence of 1 RAR 
changing the way ‘it trains, operates 
and fights’ has been its contribution to 
the implementation of the evolutionary 
Military and Combat Shooting training 
continuums – both of which embrace 
world’s best training techniques.

(4) Integrating women into the Infantry 
Corps. At the time of writing, 1 RAR 
has 10 female Infantry soldiers and 
two Platoon Commanders. More will 
join the Battalion’s ranks in 2018. To 
a soldier/officer, these young women 
have performed commendably, 
contributing in a profound way to their 
respective teams, earning the respect 
of all. They are equal to their male 
Infantry counterparts in contributing to 
mission success. Like their young, male 
counterparts, they embody the best of 
our Australian society.
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• Engagement.

(1) 1 RAR has strengthened its 
relationship with its Veteran community 
via the 1 RAR Association. The 
Association, ably led by LTGEN Caligari 
(Retd) and Jim Masters, in cooperation 
with the Battalion, are preparing for 
what LTGEN Caligari describes as the 
‘most significant rendezvous of the 
Battalion’s veterans and current serving 
members in its history’. This rendezvous, 
in May 2018, will commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the Battle of Fire 
Support Base Coral; an event of national 
significance. Another event of national 
significance, the 25th anniversary of 
OPERATION SOLACE, will also be 
commemorated in May 2018. 1 RAR 
Veterans of all eras will be invited to 
attend Coral Week 2018, during which 
the Battalion expects to be presented 
new Colours.

(2) We have strengthened our Battalion’s 
and our Army’s relationship with 
our close allies. This has been/will be 
achieved via: the embedding of a United 
States Marine Corps Combat Team into 
1 RAR throughout the 2017 Joint Land 
Series; exercises with the New Zealand 
Defence Force in late 2017; supporting a 
coalition exercise in South Korea during 
early 2018; two Company rotations at 
Rifle Company Butterworth; deploying 
Force Elements on the Royal Australian 
Navy’s Indo-Pacific Endeavour; 
deploying multiple Mobile Training 
Teams (MTT) to Papua New Guinea 
and the Philippines; and sponsoring 
training for the 1st Royal Pacific Islands 
Regiment and the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines in Australia.

(3) Enhancing our ability to connect 
with our families, Veterans and the 
community via the Battalion’s social 
media efforts – both Facebook and 
YOUTUBE.

2 RAR 2017

CO: LTCOL Doug Pashley 
RSM: WO1 Trent Morris

In another a busy year for 2 RAR, the Battalion 
played a key role in the ADF’s achievement 
of significant milestones in relation to the 
evolution of the amphibious capability. 
The certification of the Amphibious Ready 
Unit through the SEA SERIES exercises, 
culminating in the amphibious assault 
during Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 17, was 
2 RAR’s main effort for 2017. The amphibious 
component of Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 
17 was a great success and a testament to 
the hard work and professionalism of all 
who have been part of 2 RAR during the 
amphibious trial over the last five years. 2 
RAR also played an important role during 
the 3rd Brigade’s ‘road to ready’; with 
BG SAMICHON featuring as one of the 
Brigade’s key manoeuvre units. The soldiers 
topped off their good performances in the 
field with a comprehensive victory in the 
Duke of Gloucester Cup. 

Early in the year most of the headquarters 
and other key staff embarked on HMAS 
ADELAIDE in Perth to participate in 
Exercise SEA HORIZON 17. As the 
ADELAIDE transited from Perth to Sydney, 
the Amphibious Task Group and the other 
stakeholders in the ADF’s amphibious 
enterprise conducted a command post 

Talisman Sabre17 – Ground Combat Element.
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exercise. Back in Townsville, SEA HORIZON 
17 was supported by a team of 2 RAR 
representatives providing a lower control 
function. During this time, the remainder of 
the Bn focused on further refining foundation 
warfighting skills. SEA HORIZON 17 proved 
to be worthwhile, exposing the new members 
of 2 RAR to ship board routine as well as 
familiarising the key staff to amphibious-
specific planning considerations. 

After Easter, elements of 2 RAR (led 
by BC 108 Bty) embarked onto HMAS 
CHOULES in Townsville and joined with 
the Amphibious Task Group to travel 
north to Cowley Beach Training Area. 
At short notice, the remainder of 2 RAR 
deployed by road to Cowley beach to join 
the CHOULES. Demonstrating significant 
organisational flexibility, in concert with 
the ATG and other supporting units, 2 
RAR was able to conduct an effective Pre-
Landing Force concentration activity and 
the rifle companies were able to conduct 
full mission profiles, including air mobile 
company amphibious assaults into Tully. 

After a brief reset, 2 RAR switched its focus 
back to Joint Land Combat, participating in 
Exercise BROLGA STRIKE at High Range 
Training Area with the rest of the Brigade. 
This was a great activity, with BG SAMICHON 
having the opportunity to conduct realistic, 
high tempo, combined arms training in a 
formation setting and with an emphasis on 
night operations. The next big event for 2 RAR 

was Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 17. Forming 
the majority of Ground Combat Element and 
Pre Landing Force components of the three 
ship ANZAC Amphibious Ready Group and 
falling under command of the Amphibious 
Task Group, 2 RAR force concentrated at 
Samichon lines with a number of other 
enabling capabilities, including a CT from 1 
RAR. The Joint Amphibious Task Force then 
sailed south, pausing to conduct a series of 
mission specific wet and dry rehearsals before 
entering the exercise area near Stannage Bay, 
north of Shoalwater Bay Training Area. The 
Amphibious Ready Unit sized amphibious 
landings conducted on D Day were the 
culmination of the five year amphibious trial. 
The landings involved the insertion of recon, 
snipers and other elements of the Pre-Landing 
Force from amphibious shipping; over 120 
nautical miles ahead of the remainder of the 
Task Force. Functioning as the eyes and ears 
of the amphibious force, the reporting the 
Pre-Landing Force informed planning for the 
amphibious assault and it enabled a detailed 
understanding of the battle space prior to 
the assault. The information they provided 
supported the construction of detailed target 
packs for pre H Hour shaping operations. 
During the period of darkness immediately 
prior to D Day, Security platoons and 
reconnaissance elements from the amphibious 
beach team, inserted by small boat to prepare 
and then open the beach landing sites just 
prior to H Hour. Also immediately prior to 
H Hour, Mortar and Direct Fire Support 
Weapons Platoon were inserted to further 
isolate the objective. On H Hour and inserting 
via landing craft from the CANBERRA, 
Alpha Company conducted a surface assault 
to secure the key objective close to the beach 
landing site. Simultaneously, Bravo Company 
conducted an air mobile operation off the 
CANBERRA to secure a secondary objective 
and 108 Battery, with support from Bravo 
Company conducted an Artillery Raid to 
establish a gun line in support of the assault. 
Over the next 24 hours the objectives of the 
assault were met and the remainder of 2 RAR’s 
combat power was brought ashore.

Sea Explorer Small Boot Platoon.
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The amphibious assault successfully 
demonstrated to all Australians, our 
allies, partner nations and any potential 
adversaries that the ADF now has a credible 
amphibious capability. It was a credit to the 
battalion and the other components of the 
Amphibious Task Force that they were able 
to work together to achieve something not 
seen since WW2. 

The second half of the year was supposed 
to be a little less hectic but the Duke of 
Gloucester Cup competition, commitments 
to key international engagement activities, 
the planning and conduct of specialist 
courses, preparations for the transition 
into 2 RAR (Amphib) and supporting 3rd 
Brigade’s sporting competition have kept 
the Battalion busy. 

Led by CPL Liam Kiernan, 2 RAR’s victorious 
DoG Cup team represented the Battalion 
incredibly well, achieving great outcomes 
in the face of some very strong competition 
from the rest of the RAR. At the end of a 
demanding course, the 2 RAR team was 
awarded the DoG Cup itself, the Macdonald 
Trophy as the best Section in foundation 
warfighting and the Ghurkha Trophy as the 
best Section for overall shooting. The team 
was placed second in the OSCMAR Trophy 
for best endurance. CPL Kiernan received 
the RSM’s award as the champion section 
commander and he and Pte Tom Florence 
finished first and second respectively in the 
DSM Roche CSC Memorial Cup for the best 
individual soldier. Especially pleasing was the 
fact that the team included representatives 
from Alpha, Bravo and Support Company 
and that they carried themselves as quiet 
professionals throughout. An impressive 
effort that has enhanced the reputation of 2 
RAR, the efforts of our 2017 DoG Cup team 
reflects very well on all members of the Bn. 

The professionalism, dedication and mission 
focus of the Bn’s junior leaders have been 
the hallmarks of 2 RAR’s success this year. 
This has been repeatedly reinforced, with 2 

RAR also winning the Bde Obstacle Course 
competition and 2 RAR achieving a gold 
medal in the 3rd Brigade’s International 
Military Skills Competition. Led by CPL 
Thompson-Seagraves and CPL Marc Ford 
respectively, both these teams came together 
at short notice and had limited preparation 
time, yet had no problems getting the job 
done to a high standard. 

On the 15th of October and whilst most of 
the Battalion is away, 2 RAR will transition 
into 2 RAR (Amphib) and become an 
amphibious support unit, optimised 
for the conduct of Pre-Landing Force 
operations and permanently assigned to 
the Amphibious Task Group under the 1st 
Division. Importantly, 2 RAR (Amphib) will 
remain at Samichon lines in Townsville and 
it will still retain the ability to function as an 
infantry battalion, at an appropriate notice 
to move. Building on the lessons learned 
during the amphibious trial, the transition to 
2 RAR (Amphib) represents an opportunity 
for the soldiers of the Bn to focus exclusively 
on the Pre-Landing Force role, developing 
a world-class capability in amphibious 
reconnaissance and surveillance, battle 
space shaping and limited scale raiding in 
support of a Joint Amphibious Task Force. 
As a specialist unit, 2 RAR (Amphib) will 
require specialist equipment, personnel and 
expertise. It will also be an opportunity for 
the innovative employment of the ARes and 
a closer relationship with SOCOMD. 

Sea Explorer Amphibious Artillery Raid.
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Building on the success of preceding years 
and the legacy of those who served in 2 RAR 
in the past, the unit has had a very successful 
2017. The Battalion delivered on its 
obligations to the nation for the development 
of the ADF’s amphibious capability with the 
certification of the Amphibious Ready Unit 
during Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 17. BG 
SAMICHON also continued making an 
important contribution to the 3rd Brigade 
as it became the ‘ready’ Brigade. 

Regardless of what challenges have been 
thrown their way in 2017, the members of 
2 RAR have risen to meet them head on. 
They have been physically and mentally 
fit, humble, capably led by outstanding 
junior leaders across the board and 
relentless in their pursuit of excellence. 
With opportunities that 2018 will bring, the 
calibre of the soldiers in the unit and the 
quiet confidence they bring to every task, 
the future looks very bright for a Battalion 
that is truly, second to none.

3 RAR 2017

CO: LTCOL G.J.S. Cornelia, CSM 
RSM: WO1 B.M. Doyle

2017 has seen ‘Old Faithful’ successfully 
advance on multiple fronts. Following a year 
of individual and collective training in 2016, 
3 RAR quickly transitioned to achieve the 
specified tasks of preparing forces to deploy 
as part of Task Group Taji – Five (TGT–V) , 
Force Protection Element – Eight (FPE–8), 
and Force Protection Element – Nine (FPE–
9). In addition to these operational tasks, the 
Battalion was required to support FORGEN 
training requirements and Ex TALISMAN 
SABER 17. To meet these demands, 3 RAR re-
raised the D Company ‘Devils’. A Company, 
D Company and Support Company were 
force assigned to the Battalion’s main 
effort of TGT–V. B Company was allocated 

to FPE–8 and C Company was allocated 
to supporting FORGEN tasks prior to 
commencing preparations for FPE–9.

The priority from the outset was Mission 
Specific Training, with the companies 
assigned to TGT-V commencing Ex LONG 
KHAN in February, building upon the 
Battalion’s foundation war-fighting skills 
developed and tested throughout 2016. 
The focus was force-preparing soldiers 
able to skilfully shoot, move, communicate 
and patch-up. Key activities included the 
conduct of the newly created Combat 
Shooting Enhanced Course (CSEC), 
Infantry Integrated Combat (IIC), and Care 
of the Battle Casualty (CBC). 

Concurrent to Ex LONG KHAN, A Coy 
certified TGT-V’s Force Protection Sections 
through the conduct of Ex VIGILANT 
WOLF, ensuring the sections were prepared 
for any eventuality during the upcoming 
deployment. C Coy deployed a small 
contingent of trainers (supported by other 
units) to Papua New Guinea (PNG) as a 
part of Ex OLGETTA WARRIOR. This 
contingent was successful in delivering 
foundation war fighting training to PNG 
Defence Force infantrymen as a part of their 
Infantry Initial Employment Training. The 
remainder of C Coy focused on foundation 
war fighting up to platoon level, by day and 
night. B Coy facilitated the range component 
of Ex LONG KHAN, whilst qualifying 

A 3 RAR soldier conducting combat shooting 
training at the 25m range.
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personnel in theatre specific courses such 
as Up-Armoured SUV, PWS Gunners and 
Counter IED / Electronic Counter Measures.

B Coy moved through two company 
exercises (Ex GUANTLET SHIELD and 
Ex GAUNTLET STRIKE) with a focus on 
consolidating section level SOPs. This deep 
MST period also saw B Coy conduct the 
Individual Skills Enhancement Training 
(ISET) which was run by a contracted team 
from HQ 1 Div. 

C Coy deployed to TFTA in support of the 
1 RAR BG War fighter, providing resistance 
as a ‘dug in enemy’ in both rural and urban 
terrain. Cyclone Debbie briefly interrupted 
training across the three lines of effort, 
with the most significant effect being the 
interruption of the TGT–V exported Force 
Preparation Course. During this period 
3 RAR undertook the PULSE Survey 
conducted by 1 Psych Bn. This survey 
confirmed that the Battalion was in good 
shape and enduring the rigours of preparing 
for operations well; 95% of respondents 
indicated that they had faith in their 
immediate supervisor.

On 18 Apr 17 the NZ Army contingent 
of the ANZAC Task Group arrived in 
Lavarack Barracks, signifying the first 
time that TGT–V had come together as a 
completed task group. The occasion was 
marked by a ceremonial Haka in which 
the NZ contingent ‘challenged’ COMD 
TGT–V, COL Steve D’Arcy to lead them on 
operations. The bulk of the NZ force assigned 
to TGT–V was drawn from A Coy, 1 RNZIR. 
TGT–V comprised five sub elements: the 
Training Task Unit (TTU) which was based 
on A, D and Support Companies 3 RAR 
and commanded by CO 3 RAR, an ISR 
Company, a Logistics Company, a Health 
Company, and TGT HQ.

After coming together as a Task Group, 
the TTU transitioned immediately into 
collective training on the Mission Rehearsal 

Activity (MRA), planned and executed 
by BHQ 3 RAR. Concurrent to the MRA, 
TGT HQ were conducting a Command Post 
Exercise, testing their operating procedures 
and incident reponse. The focus of these 
activities was to effectively integrate the 
NZ contingent before commencing the 
Combat Training Centre’s TGT–V Mission 
Readiness Exercise (MRE), conducted over 
the period 22 – 28 Apr 17. Due to operational 
requirements, the annual parade to 
commemorate the Battle of Kapyong could 
not be held on 24 Apr 17, nor could members 
of TGT–V commemorate ANZAC Day in 
the usual fashion. Instead, both days saw the 
MRE pause for respective services before re-
commencing. The MRE was very successful 
with TGT–V receiving a record amount of 
‘Sustains’ from CTC Live. 

Following the completion of the TGT–V 
MRE the NZ contingent returned home 
for their pre-deployment leave. 3 RAR re-
formed for Kapyong Week 17, which included 
parade practise for the TGT–V Farewell 
Parade, which was to be held directly 
after the Kapyong Parade. The parade to 
commemorate the 66th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Kapyong and was held on 
04 May 17, reviewed by COMD 1 Div, 
MAJGEN Paul McLachlan, AM, CSC. Also 
in attendance was the COL COMDT of the 
RAR, MAJGEN Mark Kelly, AO, DSC and 
HOC of the RAINF, BRIG Justin Elwood, 
DSC. The parade was also attended by two 

66th Anniversary of the Battle of Kapyong 
Commemoration Parade
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surviving veterans of the battle; COL (Retd) 
Don Beard, AM, RFD, ED reading the 
Kapyong Presidential Unit Citation, and Mr 
Joe Vezgoff affixing the Kapyong Streamer 
to the Battalion’s Regimental Colour. As 
recognition of the hard work of the RSM 
and men and women of ‘Old Faithful’, 3 
RAR was later awarded the MAJGEN ‘Alby’ 
Morrison Trophy for the best Unit Parade 
in the RAR.

Following Kapyong Week, C Company 
reorganised into a mechanised company 
under tactical control of 2 CAV REGT. 
They conducted training in mechanised 
tactics, before deploying as a mounted 
opposing force to 3 Bde on Ex BROLGA 
STRIKE. Concurrent to this, FPE–8 force 
concentrated on 01 May 17 having reached 
their AMP. This signalled the start of the 
FPE–8 AMP Bullring which was akin to 
the TGT–V AMP Bullring, but adapted 
for theatre specific requirements for Op 
HIGHROAD.

On Fri 12 May 17, the Battalion was rocked 
by the news that PTE Elijah Cunneen had 
passed away. PTE Cunneen was a member 
of B Coy, force preparing for deployment 
as a part of FPE–8. He was farewelled by 
the his family, friends and brothers in ‘Old 
Faithful’ in a fitting tribute to his life in a 
funeral service on 22 May 17. The men 
and women of FPE–8 honoured his life by 
grieving and then re-focussing on their 
preparation for deployment.

On 23 May 17, the deployment window 
for TGT–V began, with forces conducting 
Relief In Place (RIP) with TGT-IV over a 
four week period. Transition of Authority 
(TOA) from TGT–IV to TGT–V occurred 
on 15 Jun 17, with a brief parade attended 
by COMD JTF633, MAJGEN John 
Frewen, AM in addition to several of the 
local Coalition and Iraqi commanders. 
At the time of TOA, TGT–V had recently 
commenced training the first Iraqi Reset 
Brigade Period of Instruction (POI), which 

was being delivered to 53 Iraqi Army Bde. 
The deployment of TGT–V signified a 
transition to a BG Rear construct for those 
3 RAR personnel not deployed. XO 3 RAR, 
MAJ Lachlan McKenna was appointed as 
the administrative CO of BG Rear.

BG Rear for 3 RAR was a larger organisation 
than many would expect, with over 490 
personnel remaining within the Battalion 
after the departure of TGT–V.   FPE–8 
remained committed to meeting mandated 
force preparation requirements before 
reaching their MRE. Having achieved great 
results on their MRE, FPE–8 was certified 
for operations. They shared a farewell parade 
on the 3 RAR parade ground with Theatre 
Communications Group – Five (TCG–V) on 
23 Jun 17. Due to a shift in the panned RIP 
of the a UK force element in Afghanistan, 
FPE–7 had their tour extended, which 
caused FPE–8 to dwell in their preparations 
for deployment, conducting further 
training before commencing to deploy to 
Afghanistan in late Jul 17. FPE–8 conducted 
TOA with FPE–7 on 02 Sep 17.

The Training Task Unit.

FPE-8 prior to deploying on OP HIGHROAD.
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Throughout this period, C Coy continued to 
work with 2 CAV REGT in support to the 
Force Generation Cycle as part of the 3 Bde 
road to Ex TALISMAN SABRE 17 on the 
journey to certification as the Ready Brigade. 
Following the completion of TALISMAN 
SABRE, C Coy re-joined BG Rear and 
provided the 3 RAR Section for the Duke 
of Gloucester Cup. This section achieved a 
pleasing result of fourth overall, conducting 
the competition off the line-of-march; relying 
on their training conducted as part of their 
foundation war fighting throughout the year. 

In the later half of August, TTU completed 
the 53 Bde POI, having trained the Bde’s three 
battalions, and specialist companies from 
individual skills up to company operations. 
The transfer of skills, knowledge and attitude 
from the trainers of the TTU to their Iraqi 
students was evident in the capability 
demonstration, which was executed amongst 
much fanfare and in the presence of a large 
crowd of Iraqi media. The combined arms 
approach to the manning of the TTU paid 
dividends; the experience confirmed that 
although this was not a combat mission, only 
combat soldiers could do it. A parallel effort 
was the completion of the first Iraqi Forward 
Air Controller Course (IFACC) which was 
led by the artillery officers of 109 Battery, 
the longstanding partner battery of ‘Old 
Faithful’. Another impressive achievement in 
this period was BG Rear finishing third in the 
3 Bde Commanders Trophy, despite almost 
two thirds of the Battalion being deployed. 
3 RAR also led the Bde’s contribution to the 
Legacy Trail Run, contributing a quarter of 
all funds raised.

With FPE –8 bedded-in in Afghanistan 
and the TTU commencing training of 
the 2 Iraqi Army Bde training program, 3 
RAR’s contribution to Op OKRA and Op 
HIGHROAD are progressing in keeping with 
the storied traditions of ‘Old Faithful’. On 
the home front, C Company has commenced 
their Deep MST phase on their road to force-
preparing for FPE–9. With an eye to the 

future, the officers and soldiers of BG Rear 
are planning the gradual mechanisation of 3 
RAR under PLAN KEOGH. 2018 promises 
to be another busy year for ‘Old Faithul’, 
with investment up front in qualifying a 
cadre of integral M113 drivers and crew 
commanders, as well as training the next 
crop of junior leaders through the provision 
of a SIOS course planned for Q1 next year. 
Support to Op HIGHROAD will endure 
through to Q3, with 3 RAR looking to be 
fully reconstituted in Aug 18.

5 RAR 2017

CO: LTCOL Paul Shields, MBE 
RSM: WO1 Sean Ransome

The Tiger Battalion has continued to 
maintain a high readiness footing over the 
last 12 months leading the Ready Battle 
Group (RBG) whilst completing numerous 
sub-unit commitments, including the 
successful deployment of C Company 
to Iraq as part of Task Group Taji 4. The 
Battalion has now effectively transitioned 
the RBG role to 1RAR, and has entered a 
busy period of ‘Reset’ with our focus shifting 
quickly to operations with the short notice 
preparation and pending deployment of A 
Company (composite group) to Iraq as part 
of Task Group Taji 6 - a true testament to 
our ongoing readiness and adaptability. The 
Battalion has remained very active across our 
international engagement efforts with the 
Marine Rotational Force Darwin (MRF-D), 
the Indonesian Army on Exercise WIRRA 
JAYA and AUSINDO RHINO, as well as 
leading Exercise SOUTHERN JACKAROO 
with Companies attached from the US 
Army, USMC and Japanese Ground Self 
Defence Force. While 2017 has been a very 
challenging year for the Battalion, the focus 
on readiness, deployments and the prospects 
of consolidation and strengthening our teams 
over our Reset period has been very welcome.
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2017 commenced again at pace with B 
Company and Battalion Headquarters 
forward command elements being 
deployed to Townsville and attached to 
the Deployable Joint Force Headquarters 
(DJFHQ) and 3 Brigade during the Ready 
Combat Team (RCT) certification activity 
on Exercise POLYGON. The B Company 
RCT commenced the exercise by lodging 
into Townsville for a subsequent Airmobile 
operation to seize an enemy held airfield as 
part of the joint force entry operations under 
command DJFHQ. BGHQ and the RCT 
then supported a 3 Brigade link up, digital 
regrouping and forward passage of lines. This 
was a significant milestone, demonstrating 
the increasing maturity, tactical and 
technical ability of the Army’s first digital 
RBG. The 5 RAR Signals Platoon has grown 
significantly in capability and were central to 
solving the ‘wicked problem’ of integrating 
and regrouping digital communications 
on the march, from strategic networks to 
DJFHQ in Brisbane to tactical connections 
with 3Bde in the field. The RCT was then 
re-deployed to Darwin just before Tropical 
Cyclone Debbie made landfall with 3 Bde 
reorientating for domestic disaster relief.

The Battalion supported four significant 
international engagement activities this 
year. The first was Exercise SOUTHERN 
JACKAROO, a tri-lateral exercise conducted 
at Mt Bundey in May. This saw the Battalion 
working closely with Japanese Ground Self 
Defence Force, US Army and US Marine 
Corps elements. This was a great opportunity 
to improve cultural and tactical integration 
with regional allies in the tough terrain and 
demanding environment that Mt Bundey 
has to offer. 

This exercise culminated with a Battle 
Group Defensive Live Fire, supported by 
M1A1 Tank, Mortars, DFSW, Medium 
artillery and Cobra Gunship support by day 
and night. 

The Battalion re-deployed in quick time back 
to MBTA for Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 
(NORTH) through June and July. 5 RAR 
was attached to a Special Purpose Marine 
Amphibious Task Group, based on USMC 
4th Regiment and tasked to expel enemy 
forces from ‘Kortabodor’. This exercise 
saw implementation of the now familiar 
integration with USMC, with D Company 
completing an air assault operation using 
Marine MV-22 Ospreys and C-130 Hercules 
to secure the Mt Bundy airfield as part of the 
joint force entry operation. 
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The Battalion then conducted a Relief in 
Place with MRF-D V3/4, call-sign Darkside, 
testing our ability to conduct coalition 
enabling actions in a contested battle 
space before clearing Mt Bundey within 
boundaries. Battlegroup Tiger operated 
as a flanking Unit to V3/4 Darkside 
which provided an excellent opportunity 
to test the interoperability of coalition 
communications through a series of complex 
airmobile operations and urban clearances 
at the Regimental level. Exchanges at Platoon 
level were conducted between the Battalions 
and both enjoyed the experience, however, 
after the novelty wore off from eating US 
MREs, all 5 RAR soldiers were heard to be 
praising the humble CR1M – ‘jack rations’, 
with the lucky few locating the Battalion’s 
CR1M reserve for consumption. 

While the main body of the Battalion 
returned home, B Company pushed on to 
conduct Exercise KOOLENDONG. This 
Battalion level exercise was hosted by the 
MRF-D at Mt Bundey and saw B Company 
manoeuvring against their USMC and 
French Land Army from New Caledonia 
counterparts in a dynamic “Hunger 
Games” style activity where every move was 
overseen from the MRF-D Battalion CP – 
unfortunately this was not broadcast on 
ESPN by our US allies. MAJ Bernsmann and 
his Company performed very well, laying 
some adept ambushes and maintaining 
strong defences. MRF-D CO, Lieutenant 
Colonel Middleton did not award a public 
victor, however confided that B Company 
had performed excellently and was his 
intuitive pick for best on ground.

September saw our last two major 
international engagements with B and 
D Companies both providing soldiers to 
deploy to Bandung Indonesia and operate 
with 201 Mechanised Battalion TNI. This 
saw the completion of Exercise AUSINDO 
RHINO and Exercise WIRRA JAYA with 
5 RAR representing Army and the ADF 
exceptionally well. The activities have 
continued to strengthen the Battalion’s 
established relationships with the TNI, and 
have provided a great opportunity for our 
soldiers to develop their cultural and ‘man-
dancing’ capabilities. 

The conditions were set for this activity with 
5 RAR building integral tactical and strategic 
Indonesian language skills and dedicating 
Thursday mornings to maintain language 
proficiencies. 5 RAR will continue to expand 
on its language capabilities through 2018 and 
beyond as part of our strategic engagement 
program with the TNI.

C Company returned from Task Group 
Taji IV in August after a very successful 
deployment. As many of you may have seen 
Iraqi Forces have recently liberated Mosul 
from ISIS control. C Company’s excellent 
work throughout their deployment in 
training and mentoring the Iraqis, no doubt 
contributed to this victory. C Company has 
now returned to Binh Ba Lines and have 
effectively reintegrated into the Battalion 
after a very successful operation.

At short notice in September, 5 RAR stood 
up the force protection and training element 
for deployment to Iraq as part of Task Force 
Taji VI. This grouping was made up from a 



21Royal Australian Regiment Foundations 2017

Platoon from B, D and Support Companies, 
led by the newly promoted ADJT, MAJ 
R.D. Dale, and placed under the flag of A 
Company 5RAR. A Company have now 
force concentrated with the 2nd Cavalry 
Regiment in Townsville and will prepare 
for their deployment to Iraq. We wish them 
well on what will most certainly be another 
successful deployment.

As many of you are aware May 2017 was 
a very tragic and difficult time for the 
Battalion. We tragically lost two members, 
PTE Bryce Muscat and PTE Jason Challis. 
We remain deeply saddened by these losses 
and continue to extend our condolences and 
support to their families and friends. On 
behalf of the Battalion, I would like to thank 
the Regiment, Association and its members 
for all the support that has been provided 
throughout this period, in particular the 
members from the 5RAR Association, who 
were able to attend the funerals in Perth and 
Geelong. I remain incredibly proud of the 
manner in which our soldiers and veterans 
have supported the Muscat family, Brandich 
and Challis families in their time of loss. 
The Battalion will always remember those 
who have served and those that have lost 
their lives in training and on operations.

After a very busy Ready year for the 
Battalion, our Reset period will provide a 
great opportunity for consolidation and 
some well earned leave over the Christmas 
stand down prior to commencing training 
and preparation for operations in 2018. We 
wish our A Company 5RAR Tigers the very 
best for their deployment to Iraq, and a safe 
return. The 5th Battalion will transition 

command to Lieutenant Colonel Travis 
Gordon on 24 November 2017, and will line 
up for 2018 with a focus on our continued 
transition to a Protected Mobility (PMV) 
enabled Infantry Battalion under PLAN 
KEOGH, with our soldiers engaged in 
strengthening their individual, section and 
platoon level capabilities. 

Duty First

6 RAR 2017

CO: LTCOL JG Hunter 
RSM: WO1 M Groves

The past twelve months has been another 
exceptionally busy and exciting year for 
6 RAR. The Battalion has maintained a 
heightened tempo of training and provided 
extensive support to other formations and 
training establishments during the Reset 
Phase of the Force Generation Cycle. The 
Battalion also commenced the first steps 
in its transition to becoming an Mounted 
Infantry Unit and has received the first 
tranche of M113AS4 Armoured Personnel 
Carriers. The Battalion has been warned for 
scheduled operations in 2018 and 2019 and 
looks forward to the challenges of mission 
specific training and operations in the 
Middle East Region.

On handing over the Ready Battle Group role 
to the 1st Brigade in August 2016 Support Coy 
undertook Basic Recon, Basic Sniper, Basic 
Mortars and Basic DFSW leading into 2017. 
The Rifle Companies focussed on foundation 
warfighting including combat shooting 
training and infantry urban operations 
revision. Administration Company 
conducted driver courses to prepare for 
the receipt of the new fleet MAN vehicles 
delivered under project Land 121. At the end 
of September 2016 the Battalion stood down 
for a much needed reduced tempo period.
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In the remaining months of 2016 Support 
Company conducted signals training, PMV 
driver training and DFSW Platoon converted 
to the new Mk 47 Light Weight Automatic 
Grenade Launcher (LWAGL) delivered 
under project Land 40. Bravo Company 
assisted capability development by trialling 
the new marathon targets at Greenbank. 
These robotic moving targets will enhance 
capability through a more realistic 
experience where advanced marksmanship 
techniques can be practiced. During this 
period Alpha Company ran the first of two 
Supervisors Infantry Operators Section 
(Subject 2 for Corporal) Courses conducted 
during the period. Delta Company 
conducted the second double panel course 
from July to September 2017 ensuring that 
the Battalion had ample qualified soldiers to 
fill the junior non-commissioned ranks on 
the forthcoming operational deployments.

During the first half of the year 6 RAR 
picked up the majority of support tasks to 
assist RMC and other formations conduct 
individual and collective training. Support 
was provided to the 3rd Brigade on Exercise 
BROLGA STRIKE and Bravo and Delta 
Companies supported key RMC field 
training packages enabling a more effective 
training environment for the leaders of the 
future. In March 2017 Alpha Company 
successfully completed Sub-Unit Training 
at Jungle Training Wing at Tully, and Delta 
Company are preparing for their turn in 
October 2017. 

During May 2017 the Battalion deployed to 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area on Exercise 
DIAMOND WALK. This was a 7th Brigade 
combined arms activity aimed at enabling 6 
RAR Platoons to conduct live fire advance, 
attack and defence actions by day and 
night. An excellent standard of infantry and 
combined arms live fire minor tactics were 
achieved enabling the Battalion to reach an 
advanced level of foundation warfighting. 
The Battalion hosted Bravo Company, the 
1st Battalion the Royal Gurkha Rifles during 
April and May 2017. Bravo Company, led by 
Major John Jeffcoat deployed from Brunei 
on Exercise PACIFIC KUKRI to make 
maximum use of the south east Queensland 
training estate. The Company also 
participated in the Battalion Dawn Service 
at Long Tan Lines and the Brisbane ANZAC 
Day Parade. 

RSS Platoon Training.
B Company Soldiers on Parade: 

50th Anniversary of OP BRIBIE.

Support Company’s PTE Michael Morris during 
EX DIAMOND WALK LFX.
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In June 2017, the Battalion was issued with 
the latest Soldier Combat Ensemble including 
enhanced Body Army, Helmets and load 
carriage equipment as well as the new EF88 
individual weapon and ancillaries. This 
equipment, delivered under project L125 is 
of significant quality and capability and its 
benefits were quickly exploited by the soldiers of 
the Battalion. Following Exercise DIAMOND 
WALK about fifty per cent of the Battalion 
deployed in support of Exercise TALISMAN 
SABRE. The majority of the Battalion’s 
officers and senior non-commissioned officers 
deployed as Observer Trainers, or participants 
in command post exercises

Regimental events included Bravo Company 
participating in the commemorative events 
surrounding the fiftieth anniversary of 
Operation BRIBIE in February 2017. The 
Battalion paraded proudly on ANZAC Day 
through central Brisbane and celebrated its 
52nd birthday with a Trooping of the Colour 
and a Battalion Ball; both held at Gallipoli 
Barracks on 6th June 2017. This was the 
highlight of the Battalion’s social calendar and 
served as an excellent example to the junior 
officers and soldiers as to the importance of 
the Regimental tradition within the Battalion. 
The combined Battalion Officers’ and Warrant 
Officers’ and Sergeant Messes held two 
Dining-in nights to show appreciation to our 
partners and to uphold the traditions of the 
Messes. The Battalion also commemorated 
the 51st Anniversary of the Battle of Long 
Tan. Delta Company attended a Service of 

Remembrance at Brisbane Cathedral and 
the Battalion hosted a “Return to Long Tan 
Lines” Reunion to continue our outstanding 
engagement with the 6 RAR Association 
and our former members, veterans and their 
families. The Battalion continues to support 
Legacy as our primary charity, providing 
soldiers for the outstandingly successful 
‘Backyard Challenge’ program and soldiers to 
collect in north Brisbane during Legacy Week.

On the sports field the Battalion continued 
with its outstanding success dominating the 
7th Brigade sporting competitions; winning 
the 7th Brigade Rugby, soccer and AFL 
competitions at the end of 2016 and winning 
the AFL, Touch, Netball and King of the 
Mountain Cross Country competitions in 
September 2017. The Battalion also sent six 
soldiers to represent the ADF at Rugby in 
the Tri-Nation International Series in New 
Zealand and formed the backbone of the 
7th Brigade Rugby Team that won the inter-
Brigade Competition and the Army Team 
which won the Inter-Service Championships 
in July 2017. The Battalion ADF Rugby 
representatives were CAPT Matthew Hamill, 
LT Jack Hall, CPL Simoneoni Corfe, PTE 
Shawn O’Bree, PTE Micheal Steer and PTE 
Seteone Tuli. Also selected but unable to 
represent the ADF due to career courses were 
PTE Jacob Campbell, PTE David Harris, 
PTE Siaka King and PTE Adian Kwast. Also 
representing the successful Army Women’s 
Rugby Team were CPL Nicole King and 
PTE Danielle Close. Similarly, the Battalion 

Battalion Birthday Celebrations: 
Trooping the Regimental Colour.

A Company Soldiers with Mrs Olga Reynolds – 
The Legacy ‘Backyard Challenge’ Program.
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contributed heavily to the 7th Brigade AFL 
team with representation from LT Will 
Brayshaw; LCPLs Ash Clark, Ben Grubb and 
Sean Penski; PTEs Matt Bissett, Andrew 
Boyle, Adam Smith, Cam McIntyre and 
Chris Harder in the Men’s team and Rose 
Kerry in the Brigade Women’s team.

The Battalion excelled at military skills and at 
time of writing the Battalion is presently the 
7th Brigade Shooting Champions, Military 
Skills Champions and Obstacle Course 
Champions. Despite placing 6th at the Duke 
of Gloucester Cup in 2017, the team performed 
strongly and retained the Ulster Rifles Cup 
for the falling plate shooting competition. 
The Battalion also promoted competition 
between the companies with an inaugural 
combative tournament, kindly sponsored 
by Gaythorne RSL and MaxForce Tactical. 
Delta Company dominated the tournament 
winning five of the six weight divisions.

7 RAR 2017

CO: LTCOL P. Graham, DSM 
RSM: WO1 M. Bold

The previous 12 months have been an 
exciting time for 7 RAR, with a high 
tempo of operational deployments; 
exercises both in Australia and abroad; 
and the reintegration of M113AS4s into the 
Battalion. Since the last edition, 7 RAR has 
completed three separate deployments to 
the Middle East Region (Task Group Taji 
– 3 and Force Protection Elements 6 & 7), 
two Rifle Company Butterworth rotations 
(RCB-115 and RCB-117), maintained 
contingency forces, achieved a podium 
finish in the Duke of Gloucester Cup, and 
commenced the restructure of the Battalion 
and reintegration of M113 AS4s under 
Plan KEOGH. 

Inter-Battalion Rugby. The Regimental Ball in Long Tan Lines.
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December 2016 saw the welcome return of 
Task Group Taji-3 (TGT-3), after a six month 
deployment to Iraq. TGT-3 was a combined 
Australian-New Zealand force located at Taji 
Military Complex northwest of Baghdad, 
part of an international effort to train the 
Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) to defeat Daesh. 
The task group consisted of approximately 
300 Australian, drawn mostly from 7 RAR, 
and 100 New Zealand personnel, comprising 
of trainers, force protection, support and 
command elements. After a demanding 
deployment, he returning personnel 
quickly and efficiently completed their 
decompression and demounting activities 
prior to proceeding on leave.

In mid-January 2017, not long after the 
return of TGT-3, Force Protection Element-7 
(FPE-7), was farewelled from Adelaide 
airport to commence what would be an eight 
month deployment in and around Kabul, 
Afghanistan. FPE-7, formed mainly from 
Bravo Company, would be replacing FPE-6, 
also drawn from 7 RAR. The 117 members 
of FPE-6 returned to Horsehoe Lines in 
early February. As the title suggests, their 
primary role was to provide protection to the 
Australian mentors and key personnel that 
support the NATO-led Resolute Support 
Mission of Train, Advise and Assist. Both 
FPE’s comprised of three platoons, the first 
of which was situated at the Afghan national 
Army Officer Academy (ANAOA), west of 
Kabul. The second platoon was located was 
located at the Hamid Karzai International 
Airport (HKIA) and the third platoon was 
operated from the Headquarters Resolute 
Support (HQRS) facility in central Kabul. 

FPE members from were often required 
to work in complex, chaotic and austere 
conditions. From navigating the frenzied 
streets of Kabul to providing personal 
security in testing conditions, all reports 
indicate that the soldiers of both rotations 
performed to an excellent standard, proving 
to be fine ambassadors for both the Battalion 
and Australia.

7 RARs commitment to the Middle East 
Region formally concluded with the 
successful return to Horseshoe Lines of FPE-7 
on 07 September 2017. At the time of writing, 
FPE-7s members have just commenced some 
well earned post-deployment leave. FPE-7s 
return marked the first time in 20 months 
that the Battalion has been completely 
consolidated in one location.

While 7 RAR was heavily committed to 
operations in the Middle East, the Battalion 
also deployed elements on exercise much 
closer to home in South East Asia, with two 
RCB rotations (RCB-115 & RCB-117). 

Whilst taking a break from tough and 
demanding Jungle Training, C Coy 
volunteered their time to help renovate the 
School for the Blind on Penang Island. Here, 
OC C Coy, MAJ Hagerty is thanked by the 
schools director.

Members of Task Group Afghanistan protected 
by FPE-6 personnel on a visit to an Afghan 

Military Installation in central Kabul.
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From February to June 2017, those elements 
of the Battalion not committed to operations 
or RCBs participated in the annual Boar 
Series of field and live fire exercises at Murray 
Bridge and Cultana Training Area. This 
exercise achieved a number of significant 
milestones for the Battalion, particularly 
with the use of digitised communications 
and the re-integration of M113AS4 APCs 
in the Unit. While the vehicles were 
predominantly operated by the members of 
A Squadron, a number of APC qualified 7 
RAR personnel crewed vehicles for the first 
time since the Battalion had been re-roled to 
a Standard Infantry Battalion in 2013. 

The Boar series prepared the Battalion well 
for the major collective training activity of 
the year, Exercise Talisman Sabre – East in 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area, conducted 
in July. 7 RAR, supported by A Sqn, 1st 
Armoured Regiment, 9 Field Squadron, and 
101st Battery, 8/12 Regiment, formed a two 
Combat Team, mechanised ‘Peer Adversary’ 
Battlegroup to defend ‘Tetta’. The lessons 
learnt from recent operations and exercises 
were put to great use with the Battalion 
putting up a staunch defence across multiple 
positions. The return from SWBTA in late 
July saw the Battalion conduct necessary 
maintenance and governance activities, 
before refocussing towards the annual 
Section Competition.

in addition to the operations and collective 
training activities described above, key 
themes for 7 RAR this year have been 
achieving ‘Brilliance at the Basics’ in 
individual skills, rebuilding Support 
Company capability and re-integrating 
M113AS4s into the Battalion. An aim for 
the Battalion was to improve on previous 
performances in the Duke of Gloucester 
Cup. The 7th Battalion finished third, the 
highest place that 7 RAR has ever achieved, 
which all involved should be proud of. 

01 September saw the Battalion’s 52nd 
Birthday and the commencement of a week 
of birthday activities, which culminated in 
the Granting and Exercising of the Freedom 
of Entry to the City of Adelaide and the 
Battalion Ball. Thrown in for good measure 
were Rugby and Australian Rules games 
at the Brighton Sporting Complex against 
1st Armoured and 16 Air-Land Regiment 
respectively on 05 September. It was a 
glorious day for 7 RAR which both sport 
sides coming away with great wins. 

The next day the Battalion moved from the 
sporting fields to the parade ground for more 
drill rehearsal. On Friday, 08 September, 
in the presence of the COL COMDT of the 
RAR, 7 RAR was granted Freedom of Entry 
to the City of Adelaide by the Lord Mayor. 
The parade commenced on the historic 
Torrens Parade Ground, and after the official 
granting, the right was exercised with 7 RAR 

7 RAR members fight from the MDP  
during EX Boars Run at CUTA.

Freedom of Entry Parade through the  
City of Adelaide.



27Royal Australian Regiment Foundations 2017

marching down King William Street in the 
CBD of Adelaide to much applause, with a 
platoon of APCs in support. The next day the 
soldiers and officers changed from ceremonial 
dress to Black Tie for the Battalion Ball at the 
Adelaide Convention Centre. With 700 people 
in attendance and The Army Band playing, it 
was a great night and a perfect welcome back 
for FPE-7 who had arrived back in Australia 
only two days previously.

Concurrently to all Battalion activities 
and exercises, the Battalion has been 
restructuring under Plan KEOGH. This has 
seen the re-integration of the M113 AS4s 
for the Battalions’ transition from an SIB to 
eventually an IFV Battalion equipped with 
Land 400 vehicles. 7 RAR is proud to lead 
Army in this development, and is on track 
to achieve BHQ and two Rifle Company’s 
fully trained and equipped with M113AS4s 
by June 2018. 

8/9 RAR 2017 

CO : LTCOL A Bennett 
RSM: WO1 M. Retallick, CSM

As per the last few years, 2017 has been 
an exceptionally busy year for the men 
and women of 8/9 RAR. The ‘Reset Phase’ 
of the Force Generation Cycle provided 
the Battalion an opportunity to focus on 
foundation-level soldiering skills in section, 
platoon and company settings. From the 
start, the Battalion committed to three 
priorities: to be ready, be a team and be the 
best. With the goal of being ready to assume 
RBG responsibilities in 2018, the unit 
quickly rolled up its sleeves and got to work. 

In early 2017, as a result of Plan Keogh 
it was directed that 8/9 RAR was to be a 
Motorised Infantry Battalion once again. 
The implications that this had on our road 
to ready were significant, however, in true 

8/9 RAR fashion, we got on with the job. 
The announcement commenced a period of 
re-focusing and restructuring of the entire 
Battalion. The section strength changed 
to nine man sections and the training 
needs shifted to include PMV Driver and 
Crew Commander Courses. In September, 
the PMVs started rolling through the 
gates at 8/9 RAR and the soldiers hastily 
familiarised themselves with the vehicles, 
and the training program was adapted 
to include mounted operations. The 
reintroduction of PMVs not only increased 
our communications capability but also 
increased the extent of digitised C2 systems 
in the Battalion, particularly at BG HQ and 
CT HQ level. 

The first few months of the year saw the 
Battalion busy supporting the other Combat 
Brigades and Training Centres whilst also 
conducting a large amount of individual 
training within the Company environment. 
The first major exercise for 8/9 RAR in 
2017 was Exercise Goodwood, with the 
Company’s rotating through the Canungra 
Field Training Area (CFTA) refining their 
individual close country skills with their 
activities culminating in live fire dismounted 
section attacks. Following a short time in 
barracks, Battlegroup (BG) RAM deployed to 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area as part of the 
7th Combat Brigade Combined Unit Training 
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Activity, Exercise Diamond Walk. This 
Exercise afforded the Battalion an opportunity 
to progress from the section level training 
which had been conducted at Canungra, to 
dismounted live-fire platoon attacks (day 
and night). This was the first real tactical test 
for the Platoon Commanders. Their tactical 
acumen in planning, delivering orders and 
execution of tasks was tested alongside 
the abilities of their SNCOs and JNCOs to 
manoeuvre their sections. The activities 
were designed for the Platoon Commanders 
to co-ordinate Support Company assets and 
logistic elements in support of their mission 
sets. Although challenging, all Company’s 
produced good results.

Throughout the exercise, the rifle companies 
hosted and trained alongside an infantry 
company from the Malaysian Armed 
Forces (MAF) who were in Australia as 
part of Exercise Southern Tiger. This cross-
cultural experience proved beneficial to 
both parties. The 8/9 RAR soldiers gained 
an understanding of the land warfighting 
capabilities of the MAF and in turn were 
able to mentor our South-East Asian 
counterparts in Australian dismounted 
tactics. 8/9 RAR were given the opportunity 
to work with a PMV Squadron from 7 CSSB 
during the exercise. As the Battalion was 
soon to be re-motorised, 8/9 RAR relished the 
opportunity to get back in the Bushmasters 
and re-familiarise themselves. B Company 
RTU to refit and prepare themselves for 
the SUT at Tully the following week, which 
proved to be an extremely good experience 
for the Company. 

Support Company tested its co-ordination, 
synchronisation and firepower during 
Exercise Purple Rain at Wide Bay Training 
Area during June. The week-long activity 
replicated a full mission profile, from 
the identification of an enemy position 
to insertion, attack and withdrawal. The 
exercise culminated in a live-fire attack 
with Support Company soldiers firing 
MAG 58s, Javelins, .50Cals and using 
explosive breaching techniques to allow the 
soldiers’ freedom of movement to attack 
and complete the mission. The exercise 
also involved assault pioneers conducting 
amphibious insertions, reconnaissance 
assets providing real-time reports to HQ 
and Signals Pl provided a tactical voice 
and digital communications network. The 
completion of this exercise was an important 
milestone on the Battalion’s road to ready.

Following a period of reduced tempo, 8/9 
RAR deployed to the CFTA to test BG 
RAM on Exercise Gold Fever. This was our 
culminating exercise before undertaking BG 
War-Fighter and CATA. It tested the sections, 
platoons and companies as well as BG HQ 
in a conventional warfighting environment. 
A and C Company’s conducted a clearance 
of the CFTA with B Company acting as the 
OPFOR and conducting a delaying defence. 
The main defensive battle took place some 
seven days later with A and C Company’s 
victorious. BG Ram achieved all tasks to a 
high standard and the experience in both 
offensive and defensive tasks will prove 
invaluable as we continue our road to ready.
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Complementing the successful year of 
training, 8/9 RAR enjoyed success in a 
number of 7 CBT BDE and wider Army 
competitions. The year started strongly with 
8/9 RAR taking out the Bde Cross Country. 
The section of 8/9 RAR soldiers in the Bde 
Mil Skills Competition and the Bde Obstacle 
Course Competition excelled and brought 
home the winner’s trophy on both occasions. 
The Bn DoG Cup team performed extremely 
well as did the Shooting Team led by SGT 
Woodney who achieved outstanding results 
at AASAM.

Between exercises, 8/9 RAR conducted 
Support Company Courses in September as 
well as facilitating numerous PMV Driver and 
Crew Commander Courses. The Pipers and 
Drummers of 8/9 RAR have kept themselves 
busy all year, having requests from far and 
wide for them to play at various events. 
In addition, the Unit conducted its usual 
round of ceremonial activities including the 
Long Hai Day parade, ANZAC Day and the 
Royal Guard for the opening of the Brisbane 
Exhibition. Throughout the year, 8/9 RAR 
gave its support to a variety of charities, 
including the Lady Cilentro Hospital and 
Backyard Blitz activities for Legacy. 

A busy and rewarding 2017 has seen 8/9 
RAR continue through the readying phase 
into 2018 before we assume the role as RBG 
mid-2018. The Battalion will take some well-
earned rest over the Christmas Stand down 
period and come back ready next year to be 
our best.

SCHOOL OF INFANTRY 2017

CO : LTCOL S. Morris, CSC 
RSM: WO1 A. Hodges

The School of Infantry (SOI) has had an 
exciting year, training approximately 600 
Infantry Soldiers for employment in the 

Royal Australian Regiment (RAR) and its 
normal quota of Non-Commissioned 
Officers (NCOs) and officers on leadership, 
specialist and range qualification courses. 
In addition, SOI has supported a number of 
key modernisation initiatives and wider 
Army training, including Combat Shooting, 
the Combat Marksmanship Program (CMP) 
and the Army Combatives Program (ACP). 

The School hosted the 2017 Duke of 
Gloucester (DoG) Cup over the period 05 
– 11 August 2017 and the RAR Council, 
Infantry Corps Conference and Corps 
Dinner from 10 - 13 August 2017. The 
Corps Conference was again critical in 
establishing an aligned Corps position on 
important strategic issues. Its theme was 
“How does Infantry maintain its primacy 
on the modern battlefield?” and respective 
working groups focused on the training 
systems for the introduction of Land 400-3 
(Infantry Fighting Vehicle) and Protected 
Mobility Vehicle platforms; future battalion 
structures, including Support Company 
capabilities; the 2nd Division’s integration 
with Army’s amphibious Pre-Landing Force; 
range safety and modernisation initiatives.

The 2017 DoG Cup was especially 
challenging, with the introduction of Army’s 
new Enhanced Night Fighting Equipment 
meaning that the teams were put through 
their paces by day and, in particular, by 
night over a gruelling week. It was closely 
contested, with commendable performances 
by all teams representing the battalions of 
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the RAR. The section from the 2nd Battalion, 
The Royal Australian Regiment (2 RAR) is 
to be congratulated for their victory and 
they will no doubt deliver another strong 
RAR performance on the upcoming 
Cambrian Patrol. The 2 RAR individual 
efforts were also outstanding, with CPL 
Kiernan recognised as the Champion 
Soldier, closely followed by PTE Florence. It 
was once again an extremely well planned 
and executed competition, thanks to the 
expertise and hard work provided by WO2 
Dwayne Kent (DoG Cup lead planner), 
Specialist Wing and wider SOI staff. 

Officer Commanding Depot Company, 
MAJ Brendon Taylor, and his team have 
overseen the training of almost a quarter of 
Army’s Initial Employment Training (IET) 
Directed Training Requirement, but have 
also had an exceptionally busy year 
supporting a number of important 
modernisation initiatives. Of note, Depot 
Coy trainers have been integral in 
supporting the staged implementation of 
the ACP across Forces Command 
(FORCOMD). The ACP is a new tiered 
system based on the Infantry Integrated 
Combat training package which provides 
all soldiers, as combatants, with the skills to 
effectively defend and engage the enemy in 
the close battle. By the end of the year, 
Instructor courses will have been delivered 
by Depot Coy staff to all three Combat 
Brigades. In addition, Depot Coy has been 
working hard to support the introduction 
of the new CMP alongside the 1st Battalion, 
The Royal Australian Regiment and 1st 
Recruit Training Battalion (1 RTB). The 

CMP has revitalised the Australian Defence 
Force’s (ADF’s) legacy shooting program 
with a new suite of Rifle Practices which 
harness the improved capabilities of the 
EF88 Service Rifle and focuses on combat 
behaviours, realistic targetry, use of cover, 
and fire control orders. The CMP also 
requires the firer to manage ammunition 
and threat prioritisation. With the arrival of 
SOI’s EF88s in July 2017, Depot Coy has 
embedded the CMP into the Infantry IET 
course and has recently confirmed the 
effectiveness of soldiers completing 
foundation CMP practices at 1 RTB and 
then progressing to the CMP’s more 
advanced practices at SOI - greatly 
improving the individual shooting standard 
of soldiers moving out into the Regiment.

Tactics Wing have significantly enhanced 
Infantry’s premier leadership and tactics 
courses by integrating contemporary 
blended learning techniques, simulation 
equipment, and mentoring initiatives 
throughout SOI. The Senior Instructor (SI), 
MAJ Chris Johnson, and his team have 
engaged the RAR and sought feedback on 
the Regimental Officer Basic and Subject 2 
Sergeant Courses, and looked to integrate 
best teaching practices into each. Students 
are exposed to world-class international 
lecturers, and given the opportunity to 
hone their tactical skills in a modern 
teaching environment. Feedback from the 
students and end-users (Infantry Battalions) 
has been overwhelmingly positive. The 
Subject 2 Warrant Officer course has 
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undergone a significant overhaul, with the 
newly structured course being rolled out in 
late 2017. This will focus on developing 
future Company Sergeant Majors in the 
tactical, technical, and administrative 
domains. Range Qualification Team 
continues to deliver great training to tri-
service students from diverse backgrounds 
and have made significant upgrades to both 
the ADF Range Qualification and Senior 
Range Instructor courses through the 
introduction of the Modular Object-
Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment 
(MOODLE), the improved use of the 
Training Area Safety and Management 
Information System (TASMIS) and 
enhanced targetry. They have, and will 
continue to, provide significant support to 
the initiatives outlined within the 
Commander FORCOMD directed Land 
Range Safety Review.

SI Specialist Wing, MAJ Barrett Thomas 
(US Army), and the Specialist Wing staff 
have delivered multiple Direct Fire Support 
Weapons Officer/NCO, Reconnaissance 
Officer/NCO, Sniper Team Leader and 
Assault Pioneer Officer/NCO courses in 
2017, continuing the high standard set in 
previous years. Of particular note was the 
establishment of the Combat Shooting Cell 
(CSC) in January 2017. The Cell is staffed 
with Junior and Senior NCOs selected from 
the across the RAR who were identified as 

leaders in this field, both in instructional 
technique and in Combat Shooting skills, 
knowledge and attributes. With a focus on 
building the ‘combat mindset’, the team 
are directly supporting the Combined 
Arms Training Centre’s lead for the 
institutionalisation of Combat Shooting 
in FORCOMD. This has been an key 
initiative and SOI has been well supported 
by Special Operations Command, higher 
headquarters and personnel from other 
FORCOMD units. The CSC has conducted 
two Fly-Away Enhanced Combat Shooting 
Courses in the 3rd and 7th Combat 
Brigades, and two Combat Shooting 
Instructor Courses (CSIC) at SOI. SOI 
will continue to support the building of 
this capability in 2018, increasing to four 
CSICs per year to grow the pre-requisite 
instructor base in the Combat Brigades and 
across wider Army.

The support of the RAR Foundation has 
been greatly appreciated once again by SOI, 
with our three most outstanding instructors 
able to participate in a Battlefield Tour of 
South Vietnam supported by the 
Foundation’s annual grant. The School 
remains in good shape and continues to 
effectively prepare soldiers and officers for 
service in the Regiment.
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Private MA Rogers
Lance Corporal S Rosie
Lieutenant Colonel JB Rowland
Warrant Officer Class One 

CW Russell
Mr J Sarks
Sergeant RA Schrader
Sergeant A Scott
Brigadier BA Scott
Warrant Officer Class one 

JR Sheahan
Brigadier JJ Shelton
Corporal J Shirdon
The late Warrant Officer Class 

Two AP Siggers
Major DA Siggers
Colonel TA Simkin
Mr M Skennar
Captain TS Slatter
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Lieutenant Colonel BA Smith
Lieutenant Colonel CR Smith
Private JN Sorraghan
Captain GR Sowiak
Captain R Spackman
Captain AE Sparkes
Warrant Officer Class Two 

SG St Clair
Major MW Stevens
Mr J Stringfellow

Private DB Sullivan
The late Colonel R Sutton
Lieutenant Colonel IC Teague
Warrant Officer Class One JC Thies
Lieutenant Colonel AK Treble
Private DJ Underwood
Captain AB Vanden Hengel
Warrant Officer Class Two 

RS Varcoe
Mr AR Vockler

Major JCM Walters
Major R W Weir
Mr L V Westende
Major General SVL Willis
Sergeant MS Woodney
Larkforce 2/22nd Bn 
Women’s Auxillary Wollongong 

RSL
Australian Commando 

Association Victoria Branch

LIFE GOVERNORS

MAJ GEN PJ Abigail 
PTE TJ Adams
The late LT COL CJ Adamson
WO1 DJ Allen
PTE MJ Allmark
The late MR RA Anderson
CAPT WM Anderson
SGT IR Anderson
CPL ON Anderson
The late COL JD Andrew
MR A Ang
PTE NS Anthony
BRIG CG Appleton
LT CR Armitage
MAJ GEN PM Arnison 
PTE BG Arnold
WO DM Ashley 
COL WJ Austin
LT COL GM Bagot 
PTE RA Bailey
MAJ D Baker
PTE JV Baker
PTE JC Baldwin
LT COL A V Balmaks
LCPL D Barnett
LTCOL PJ Barta
LT COL MB Bassingthwaite
WO2 BA Bates
CAPT JD Bathgate
REV JS Belmonte
WO2 JM Bennett
CAPT CJ Bennett
GEN Sir PH Bennett
MAJ SN Bernardo
MAJ AR Birch
LT COL MJ Birtles
BRIG JP Blain
MAJ GEN M Blake
COL J Blaxland
MR DJ Blazely
MRS M Bolton
The late MR S Bombell
PTE GK Bootsma
BRIG MD Bornholt

MAJ S Boscato
The late LT COL H Bowman
LT COL SW Brain
PTE T Bray
The late MR JR Brazell
PTE M Brennan
COL R Brett
MR RJ Briggs
PTE ML Brock
CAPT J Brook
MR N Brown
MAJ R Brown
The late WO1 R Bucknell
CAPT MS Bunker
The late MR RA Bunting
CPL J P Burns
MAJ RN Bushby
CAPT T Butcher
MAJ J Bywater
MR IJ Cahill
MAJ GEN JG Caligari 
LT COL MJ Callan
WO2 J Callcott
PTE MJ Cameron
LT COL IT Campbell
LT GEN AJ Campbell
PTE DP Carrick
LCPL CL Carrigan
COL MJ Carroll
MR WER Carter
CAPT PM Carter
The late MR RG Carter
PTE ML Casey
LCPL GT Castro
BRIG SF Caughey
PTE J Cavanagh
PTE LJ Challenger
SGT P Chang
PTE JR Charteris-Pierce
The late COL DA Chinn
LT COL EA Chitham 
The late COL JM Church 
CAPT JH Clark
The late COL LG Clark

The late PTE JM Clark
LT COL DS Clarke
PTE SA Clarke
CMDR DE Clinch
MAJ GEN A Clunies-Ross 
WO1 GA Cochrane 
BRIG FK Cole
WO1 SA Colman
MAJ GJ Colton
SGT RS Condon
MAJ T Conn 
MAJ GEN JM Connolly 
The late MR C Constable
LT COL MJ Constable
CAPT DA Cook
MAJ TJ Cook
CPL R Cooper
PTE ML Cope
The late HON D Corcoran 
LT COL GJS Cornelia
GEN Sir PJ Cosgrove
MAJ MA Coutts
MR B Cranston
LT COL S Crafter
PTE B Creek
MAJ SN Croft
MAJ C Cromhout
CAPT RT Crooks
MAJ GA Crosland
SSGT R Cross
The late REV MONS GA 

Cudmore
MAJ R Curtis 
MR LA Cusack
PTE AR Cuthbert
The late LT GEN SIR T Daly
MAJ T Daniels
WO1 JJ Daniels
The late COL PD D’Arcy
WO1 IA D’Arcy
LT COL JE Davidson
The late MR FW Dean
LCPL A Dean
MAJ MR Deer
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MAJ MJ Defina
MR LA Deglmann
The late BRIG JPA Deighton
COL P Desmond
MAJ SR Dickie
MAJ M Dirago
COL JC Dittmar 
LT TI Dobbs
PTE RJ Dodd
WO2 S Doevendans
PTE OS Doig
PTE CC Donaghue
CAPT JM Donohoe
MR RJ Doolan
MR WF Douglass
WO1 B Doyle
WO2 GG Doyle
LT COL CH Ducker 
WO2 S Duggan
The late MR H Dunkley
BRIG SJ Dunn
The late COL CHA East
The late MRS S East
LT COL AJ Egan
PTE DR Ejlak
DR C Ellery
COL M Elliott
LTCOL JM Elwin
BRIG J Essex-Clark
LT GEN M Evans
PTE K Fabreschi
COL Kahlil Fegan
WO1 AJ Feige
WO2 JG Ferguson
BRIG CA Field
BRIG A Findlay
CAPT JA Finger
PTE SP Finnigan
The Hon TA Fischer
MR CE Fitzgerald
MAJ MP Flanagan
SGT SD Flatman
BRIG RS Flint
MR PJ Flower
COL QL Flowers
PTE A Ford
PTE BJ Forner
MR WJ Forrest
PTE NJ Forster
The late WO BW Foster
CAPT D Foster
CAPT JT Frankcombe
PTE JJ Franklin
COL DG Franklin 
MAJ KS Fraser
LT CN Fraser
PTE TJ Freitag
MAJ DM French
PTE A Frety

MAJ GEN JJ Frewen
LT TD Friend
SGT JR Fulford
COL SL Gabriel 
WO1 WJ Gall
COL AD Gallaway
MAJ Z Gamble
MAJ TJ Gardiner
CPL AD Gardner
COL ME Garraway 
PTE S Garritty
The late WO2 N Gathercole
PTE AJ Gatt
PTE AG Gawne
MAJ RI George
LTCOL J George 
The late MR E Giffin
PTE B Gillard
WO1 AB Gillman 
LT TA Glover
LT COL SC Goddard
CAPT GL Godkin
The late LT COL JB Godwin
MAJ G Goldsmith
COL DV Goldsmith 
PTE MR Goodwin
LT AR Goodwin
COL MS Goodyer
MAJ TJ Gordon
MAJ DH Gosman
BRIG SC Gould
CAPT PW Graham
The late MR JW Grant
PTE KG Grealy
COL PN Greenhalgh 
SGT MJ Greenhatch
CAPT KV Greenwood
LCPL SW Gregory
MAJ PG Greive
BRIG LR Greville
LTCOL JS Groat
LT COL IM Guild 
MAJ PF Ham
MAJ GR Hansen
LT COL JC Harding 
The late CPL R Harper-Green
WO1 LJ Hart
The late GEN SIR F Hassett
MAJ DN Hasson
The late COL JB Healy
LT COL KD Heany
BRIG IJC Hearn
WO2 DM Heaslip
CAPT C Heath
MAJ EJ Hedges
MAJ L Helmrich 
PTE DA Heyne
LCPL JA Hill
PTE LJ Hill

LT COL AJ Hocking
LT BE Hodge
LT COL HP Hoebee
CPL R Hogno
MAJ J Hohnen
BRIG TH Holland
PTE DG Holloway
CAPT LD Holloway
CAPT SW Holmes
PTE SE Hopkins
PROF DM Horner 
SGT G Howard
MAJ GEN BW Howard 
MAJ M Huggins
WO1 GL Hughes
MAJ GEN JC Hughes 
The late MAJ GEN RL Hughes 
GEN DJ Hurley
COL JM Hutcheson
The late BRIG OD Jackson
COL BN James
MR A James
LT COL TDR James
MAJ CS James
The late MAJ GEN WB James 
MAJ GEN PM Jeffery 
WO2 MJ Jelinek
LT BP Johanson
CAPT CA Johnson
LTCOL CA Johnston
PTE D Johnston
CAPT CJ Johnston
WO2 AG Johnstone
PTE D Jones
MR J Joycey
PTE SL Kaylinger
MAJ GM Keating
MAJ GEN MJ Keating 
CPL D Keighran 
MAJ GEN MA Kelly 
MAJ DT Kemp
PTE S Kempe
LCPL S Kennealy
SGT GJ Kermode
PTE WB Kidd
LT COL DJ Kilcullen
CAPT J Kleinman
MR KM Kipping 
MAJ GM Knowles
PTE LM Krause
PTE CG Lacey
The late PTE M Lambert
SEN J Lambie
The late COL H M Lander
PTE DL Landt-Isley 
LCPL GR Lang
COL PJ Langford
COL JO Langtry 
CAPT TM Larter
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CAPT DP Lea
LT GEN PF Leahy 
LT COL MD Lean
CAPT CJ Leeds
COL P Leeson
COL EP Lenaghan
CAPT A Lenard
SGT RJ Lewin
CPL TJ Lewis
WO2 BJ Lipman
PTE SR Livori
LT COL AD Lowe
MAJ DD Lowson
PTE KM Lynch
WO1 BP Lynch
LT COL IB Mackay
BRIG M Mahy
The late COL DJ Mannett
PTE AP Marks
PTE M Maroge
CAPT J Martin
MR CJ Mayhew
MR L McAulay
CAPT MK McBride
MAJ JF McCaffery
LT COL DW McCammon
The late LT COL A McCann
CAPT N McCarthy
MAJ DS McCarthy
The late LT COL 

EM McCormick 
MAJ D McDaniel
The late LT COL 

KV McDermott
MAJ MR McFarland 
The late LT PJ McKay
LT COL GJ McKay 
PTE R McKenna
LT COL DK McKerral
PTE CD McKillop
PTE E McLachlan
CPL AJK McNeil
PTE J McNeilly
WO1 SB McPhee
PTE H McRobbie
COL DJ Mead
MR TJ Meissner
MAJ J R Mickle
CAPT BA Mickelberg
PTE AP Middleton
COL CG Miles
MR DG Mitchell 
MAJ AC Mitchell-Taylor 
MAJ GEN AJK Molan
The late MRS P Montgomerie
WO2 CD Moore
LTCOL S Moore-Wilton
The late MAJ RJ Moran
CPL AR Moran

PTE M Morris
The late MAJ GEN 

AL Morrison
LT COL MC Morrison
LT GEN DL Morrison 
The late BRIG WJ Morrow
CAPT C Moss
LT COL M Mumford 
WO1 DJ Murch
FATHER GJ Murphy
WO2 M Murphy
LT COL MJ Musgrave
PTE MB Nelson
The late LTCOL the Hon 

KE Newman
MAJ GEN M PJ O’Brien 
The late LT COL BS O’Dowd 
MR P Oldham
CAPT RU Omagi
MAJ RJ O’Neill
WO2 JP Osborne
CPL SP O’Shea 
MR J D O’Shea 
LCPL AN Osis
The late LT COL EJ O’Sullivan
LT COL M O’Sullivan
MAJ LT Partridge
PTE DL Pate
LT COL J Patten-Richens
AVM JA Paule
MAJ SA Peachey
MAJ KG Pearce
LT COL MB Pears
SGT R Peck
LT COL AT Pembroke 
CPL LIL Perkins
CPL AJ Peters
LCPL MC Pettett
The late BRIG EF Pfitzner
CAPT MJ Phillips
MAJ GEN PR Phillips 
WO1 SL Podobnik
The late LT COL HW Pope
PTE B Potter
CPL D Powell
MAJ ISA Power 
PTE B Pownall
PTE S Preston
LCPL JL Prewett
MAJ PF Prickett
CAPT BA Pronk
The late MR TE Prosser
The late FATHER PJ Quilty
PTE J Quinn
LTCOL T Ramage
CAPT AJ Rankin
MAJ D Read
PTE JA Reece
WO2 RM Rees

SGT BA Reid 
MR G Reidy
WO2 M Rice
BRIG JH Robbins
PTE SB Roberts
PTE MJ Robinson 
LT COL IJ Robinson 
MAJ AL Rock
WO2 AP Rogers
CPL MA Rogers
SGT CJ Rogers
CPL CE Rohse
LCPL SM Rosie
LT COL JB Rowland
LT COL MA Rozzoli
LT COL JC Rule
WO1 CW Russell
The late WO1 BM Ryan
WO1 KM Ryan 
MR D Sabben
PTE B Salm
MR J Sarks
MAJ SB Sarlin
COL RA Sayce 
MAJ PA Scanlan
PTE OJ Scanlon
LT COL AM Schaper
MAJ KW Scheuermann
SGT RA Schrader
BRIG BA Scott
SGT A Scott
CPL WD Scott
COL FP Scott
MAJ RA Scutchings
The late WO1 J Selmes 
VERY REV A Sempell
MAJ GEN JJ Sengelman 
BRIG DG Sharp
MAJ MF Shea
WO1 JR Sheahan
BRIG JA Sheldrick
BRIG JJ Shelton
CPL J Shirdon
WO1 AP Shore
The late WO2 AP Siggers
MAJ DA Siggers 
COL JA Simeoni
The late BRIG MB Simkin
COL TA Simkin 
COL PK Singh
LCPL TM Singelton
MR M Skennar
MR R Slater
MAJ GEN MD Slater 
CAPT TS Slatter
MR P Slattery
MRS M Smethurst
MAJ GEN NR Smethurst 
MR KA Smith
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MR DR Smith
BRIG SL Smith
MAJ JMB Smith
LT COL BA Smith
MAJ JDM Smith
MR IB Smith
LT COL DJ Smith
MAJ GEN MG Smith 
LT COL CR Smith 
WO1 RE Smith 
MAJ AMF Somerville
MAJ DM Sommers
MAJ PG Stammers
SGT JN Sorraghan
CAPT GR Sowiak
CAPT R Spackman
CAPT AE Sparkes
WO2 SG St Clair
MAJ PG Stammers
PTE LM Stapely
PTE SP Starling
PTE S Steer
The late MR R Stein
MAJ MW Stevens
The late MAJ LA Stewart
LT COL JM Stewart
LT COL WB Stothart 
The late MAJ GEN AB Stretton 
MR J Stringfellow
CAPT C Stuart
COL SA Stuart
LCPL C Sullivan
CAPT SG Sullivan
PTE DB Sullivan
The late COL R Sutton
MR J Swain
REV HM Swinbourn 
MR CH Swinbourn 

PTE AJ Taylor
LT COL IC Teague
The late MR H Tedaldi
WO1 JC Thies
PTE JC Thompson
LT SA Thompson
COL NL Thompson 
The late WO1 WTC Thompson 
The late BRIG the Hon 

D Thomson
COL RA Tiller
The late COL CM Townsend
LT COL AK Treble
CAPT AD Trembath
WO1 D Trill
CAPT M Tull
The late MR KG Turbayne
MAJ KPJ Tyrrell
COL NJ Underwood
PTE DJ Underwood
CAPT AB Vanden Hengel
WO2 RS Varcoe
MR AR Vockler
MR MB Von Berg
COL GR Wainwright
PTE AJ Wallis
MAJ JCM Walters
MAJ SC Ward
CAPT RJ Watchorn
WO2 D Waterston 
MR J Watt
MAJ J A Weaver
MAJ A Weaver
The lateBRIG NH Weekes
The late BRIG SP Weir
MAJ RW Weir
LT COL NW Welch 
WO1 DJ Welsh

WO2 A West 
MR LV Westende 
SGT DL Wilkins
CAPT MJ Williams
CPL SM Williams
MAJ GEN SVL Willis 
MAJ GEN RG Wilson 
CPL MD Wood
WO1 SE Wood
PTE KJ Woodley
SGT MS Woodney
WO KJ Woods 
MR E Woodward
CAPT BL Woolmer
SGT JJ Wootton
CAPT J Worthington
CAPT AC Zimmerle
2 RAR Assoc Inc
2/32nd Bn AIF Assn
5 RAR Assoc 
7 RAR Assoc
8 RAR Assoc Inc
9 RAR Assoc Inc
Central Southern District 

Council of the RSL
Larkforce 2/22nd Bn 
PTE J MacArthur VI - mascot
RAR Assoc NT
RAR Assoc QLD
Western Metro. District 

Council of the RSL
Women’s Auxillary Port 

Kembla RSL
Women’s Auxillary 

Wollongong RSL
Australian Commando 

Association Victoria Branch


