











the RAR. The section from the 2nd Battalion,
The Royal Australian Regiment (2 RAR) is
to be congratulated for their victory and
they will no doubt deliver another strong
RAR performance on the upcoming
Cambrian Patrol. The 2 RAR individual
efforts were also outstanding, with CPL
Kiernan recognised as the Champion
Soldier, closely followed by PTE Florence. It
was once again an extremely well planned
and executed competition, thanks to the
expertise and hard work provided by WO2
Dwayne Kent (DoG Cup lead planner),
Specialist Wing and wider SOI staff.

Officer Commanding Depot Company,
MA]J Brendon Taylor, and his team have
overseen the training of almost a quarter of
Army’s Initial Employment Training (IET)
Directed Training Requirement, but have
also had an exceptionally busy vyear
supporting a number of important
modernisation initiatives. Of note, Depot
Coy trainers have been integral in
supporting the staged implementation of
the ACP across Forces Command
(FORCOMD). The ACP is a new tiered
system based on the Infantry Integrated
Combat training package which provides
all soldiers, as combatants, with the skills to
effectively defend and engage the enemy in
the close battle. By the end of the year,
Instructor courses will have been delivered
by Depot Coy staff to all three Combat
Brigades. In addition, Depot Coy has been
working hard to support the introduction
of the new CMP alongside the 1st Battalion,
The Royal Australian Regiment and Ist
Recruit Training Battalion (1 RTB). The

CMP has revitalised the Australian Defence
Force’s (ADF’s) legacy shooting program
with a new suite of Rifle Practices which
harness the improved capabilities of the
EF88 Service Rifle and focuses on combat
behaviours, realistic targetry, use of cover,
and fire control orders. The CMP also
requires the firer to manage ammunition
and threat prioritisation. With the arrival of
SOI's EF88s in July 2017, Depot Coy has
embedded the CMP into the Infantry IET
course and has recently confirmed the
effectiveness of  soldiers completing
foundation CMP practices at 1 RTB and
then progressing to the CMP’s more
advanced practices at SOI - greatly
improving the individual shooting standard
of soldiers moving out into the Regiment.

Tactics Wing have significantly enhanced
Infantry’s premier leadership and tactics
courses by integrating contemporary
blended learning techniques, simulation
equipment, and mentoring initiatives
throughout SOI. The Senior Instructor (SI),
MAJ Chris Johnson, and his team have
engaged the RAR and sought feedback on
the Regimental Officer Basic and Subject 2
Sergeant Courses, and looked to integrate
best teaching practices into each. Students
are exposed to world-class international
lecturers, and given the opportunity to
hone their tactical skills in a modern
teaching environment. Feedback from the
studentsand end-users (Infantry Battalions)
has been overwhelmingly positive. The
Subject 2 Warrant Officer course has
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undergone a significant overhaul, with the
newly structured course being rolled out in
late 2017. This will focus on developing
future Company Sergeant Majors in the
tactical, technical, and administrative
domains. Range Qualification Team
continues to deliver great training to tri-
service students from diverse backgrounds
and have made significant upgrades to both
the ADF Range Qualification and Senior
Range Instructor courses through the
introduction of the Modular Object-
Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment
(MOODLE), the improved use of the
Training Area Safety and Management
Information System (TASMIS) and

enhanced targetry. They have, and will
continue to, provide significant support to
the initiatives outlined within the
Commander FORCOMD directed Land
Range Safety Review.

SI Specialist Wing, MAJ Barrett Thomas
(US Army), and the Specialist Wing staff
have delivered multiple Direct Fire Support
Weapons Officer/NCO, Reconnaissance
Officer/NCO, Sniper Team Leader and
Assault Pioneer Officer/NCO courses in
2017, continuing the high standard set in
previous years. Of particular note was the
establishment of the Combat Shooting Cell
(CSC) in January 2017. The Cell is staffed
with Junior and Senior NCOs selected from
the across the RAR who were identified as

leaders in this field, both in instructional
technique and in Combat Shooting skills,
knowledge and attributes. With a focus on
building the ‘combat mindset’, the team
are directly supporting the Combined
Arms Training Centre’s lead for the
institutionalisation of Combat Shooting
in FORCOMD. This has been an key
initiative and SOI has been well supported
by Special Operations Command, higher
headquarters and personnel from other
FORCOMD units. The CSC has conducted
two Fly-Away Enhanced Combat Shooting
Courses in the 3rd and 7th Combat
Brigades, and two Combat Shooting
Instructor Courses (CSIC) at SOI. SOI
will continue to support the building of
this capability in 2018, increasing to four
CSICs per year to grow the pre-requisite
instructor base in the Combat Brigades and
across wider Army.

The support of the RAR Foundation has
been greatly appreciated once again by SOI,
with our three most outstanding instructors
able to participate in a Battlefield Tour of
South Vietnam supported by the

Foundation’s annual grant. The School
remains in good shape and continues to
effectively prepare soldiers and officers for
service in the Regiment.
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